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of reason; and, to a man who is to appear in publick, more eclat is to be gained, sometimes more money too, by a bon-mot, than a learned speech. It is the fund of natural humour which Lord North possesses, that makes him so much the favourite of the house, and so able, because so amiable, a leader of a party1.
' I have now finished my Tour of Seven Pages. In what remains, I beg leave to offer my compliments, and those of ma ires chere femmc, to you and Mrs. Boswell. Pray unbend the busy brow, and frolick a little in a letter to,
' My dear Boswell,
' Your affectionate friend,
' GEORGE DEMPSTER".'
I shall also present the publick with a correspondence with the Laird of Rasay, concerning a passage in the Journey to the Western Islands, which shews Dr. Johnson in a very amiable light.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
' Rasay, April 10, 1775. 'DEAR SIR,
' I take this occasion of returning you my most hearty thanks for the civilities shewn to my daughter by you and Mrs. Boswell.                                fi f
Yet, though she has informed me that I am under this obligation,                                f, |
I should very probably have deferred troubling you with making                               '•
my acknowledgments at present, if I had not seen Dr. Johnson's Journey to the Western fsies, in which he has been pleased to make a very friendly mention of my family, for which I am surely obliged to him, as being more than an equivalent for the reception you and he met with. Yet there is one paragraph I should have been glad he had omitted, which I am sure was owing to misinformation ; that is, that I had acknowledged M'Leocl to be my chief, though my ancestors disputed the pre-eminence for a long tract of time.
1 Sec ante, p. 337, note 2.
'J Every reader will, I am sure, join with me in warm admiration of the truly patriotic writer of this letter. I know not which most to applaud—that good sense and liberality of mind, which could see and admit the defects of his native country, to which no man is a more zealous friend; — or that candour, which induced him to give just praise to the minister whom he honestly and strenuously opposed. BOSWELL.
' I neverook thoughts, which, by long revolution in the great mind of Johnson, have been formed and polished—like pebbles rolled in the ocean.' BOSWF.LT,. See ante, ii. 343, and iii. 322.
